-~ yvhat happens 1t your frst
~ love is Marilyn Monroe?

- J.Lo, fresh from a shoot in
“flies into the 'Peg by private jet, nod-

++ding regally to paparaze as she gets into
* “her lime to be whisked o the sevof Shall
=~ We Dance? A prairie town stops and

» “SHTes.,

- Weknowwhatit's |ike iobe invaded by
- Holbywood, but nothing can compane
“-with the summer of 1953, when a bona
- fide screen goddess came to the Cana-
+ “dian Rockies. Marilyn Monsoe, post-Gen-
! =tlemen Prefer Blondes and pre-Seven Year
+Jrch, was in BandT and Jasper shooting

- Orto Preminger's

ententainingly awiul

« melodrama The River Of No Return with

m:lm Robert Mitchum and Rory Cal-
.

The locals imd possing vacationers still
remember seeing her there, againss the
backdrop of photopenic mountains, or
in the of the Ban[T Springs Horel,
My friend Liane's mom Betty took her
pleture (tght jeans, white shir, rolled-
ﬁsl:msjm:l got her sutograph. Lots

people dld.

Those kinds of souvenirs are mone nes-
ot thun e e which, sma Work-
shop West's Ron Jenkins, is an artifact
only for connodsseurs of hilarious bacd-

. ness of early Cinemascope, “Just terri-
- ble. Weird. A Fiuix epic romance that mey-

er carns amy of its biz moments, ke the

- ‘one where Mitchum gets rough with
. Marilyn for no reason .. a knife fight
--happens in tocal silence, then the guy
' E@mw Indsnns got reated like 'In-
. ns""

THEATRE PREVIEW

My One And Only

Theatre: Workshop West
Written bry: Ken Camemn
Starring: Chris Fassbender, April
Banigan, Annetie Loielle, Glens Melian
Where: Westbury Thesine, TransAlts Ars
Bams
Runnimg: Tonight theough May 8
Tickets and info: 477-5955 or Tixon the
Square HI0-1757)

Mo, its in the ethepenl moment whene
a romantic icon, with an indefible aura
of innocence and ageless knowledge,
dropped in from another galaxy for a
time, f‘n]gﬁg[ﬂn}mﬁghr Kem Camenon
got his ides lor a play. My One And Only
opens tonight in a Jenkins production,
arl closes thi Waorkshog West season,

Pictures in a Sarurday Night magazine

ece had catight Cameron's eye., Mari-

was “looking nanual” he savs “domn
wood in a litthe sweater, sitting on 8 wood-
en fencepastwith the Columbia [oefields
mountans in the background.” The ac-
companying artele inclided an anee-
dote [rom a manwho conjured his child-
hood self, ricking his bike on & mountain
road, There was Marihn, walking alone.
"Hey, aren't vou Marilyn Monmoe?” the
baoy asked., “Hey, can | ride your bike?"
she asked, She did.

“Twove o fantasy sround that,” says
Cameron, whose day job is executive
idirector of the Albertn Pl 1% et
work. He extrapolated from a bike o a
lewve affair between a lonely 15-year-old
named Seout and a lonely 27-vear-old
star named Marilyn. He did most of the
first- chrnfe weriting in hotel rooms, while
stAge-managing A tour of Doug Curtis’s
Mesa, without doing a lick of research.
“Tren ot i M iy Adonnos fanatie o asmy-

I
thing. But a lot of things I'd woven in
turned ot io be serually true,

“We think of Maribm Monros a5 MAR-
ILYN MONROE, mrely ns a person. ...
The idea of Marilyh Monroe issoall-per-
vasive in the in super-conscious-
ness. | dan’t know anything about the
Bible, but if the nqme Moses comees up.
«ou TOU fusst knvew £ e stories inherenedy,”

Cameron has worked a lot with Cal-
gary’s experimenl troupe One Yellow
Rabhit, mostly as adirector, and it shows.
Recently, his Art Ranch company pro-
duced Doppelganger by ssembling esght
playwrightson theInternes, giving them
the same premise =—"n mmﬁ;smﬂn his
doppel rialling fromawindow™ —
and forbidding them from communi-
cating with each pther. An actors’ col-
lective pait the eight playles together.

It fsn't surp thien, that with My
One And Only, rex in Cal-
gary ot the 2004 PlayRites Festival, he
opted to “bounce Around in dme."” Wi
meet Soodt ab elghd, or 15, then in 1963,
Juest & wear after Marilyn's death in LA
We see how the l«ve nffair has affected
him in wthmmﬁdcmde.ﬂmwtm-
ifs of “every boy's Eintisy.”

"Wikat happeéns o you if vour st bove
is Marityn Monros? What can be next?™
nsks Camenon.

In & way, therefore, the play belongs
tor Sootit, not Marflyn, Jenkins concurs.
It's a boss of innocence story, a wild and
weird coming-of-age story with a twist
that finds something beautiful about her
and her relationship with this boy.
They're both orphans, trying to heal
themselves, inaway. He's the town bas-
tard, She's the product of 10 foster
homes. ... The trave] throush
time. O, My OneAnd Onbyis a time-tray-
elling coming-of-age pseudo-campy dark

'ﬂ‘w b *

Ll ki
The object of his alfections: April Banigan is screen goddess Marilyn Monrot
Fassbender is the hormanal Scout in Workshop West's My One And Of



